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Located less than 
60 miles from 
New York City, the 
Great Swamp is a 
vital 6,000-acre 
watershed in the

Croton Reservoir system that supplies 
drinking water to millions of residents 
in southeastern New York. It is also one 
of the largest freshwater wetlands in the 
state stretching nearly 20-miles across 
the five municipalities of Southeast, 
Patterson, Pawling Town, Pawling 
Village, and Dover. The Great Swamp 
improves water quality, recharges 
the aquifer, reduces flooding, 
provides critical habitat for plants 
and animals and creates open space 
for recreation and scenic views. 

The Ice Pond Conservation Area is a 
52-acre glacial lake consisting of a peat-
based wetland, shrub-scrub habitat, 
herbaceous marsh, and open pools 
inhabited by beaver. The surrounding 
ridges shelter the broad central wetland, 
reducing wind velocity through the 
corridor, retaining humidity, moderating 
the local climate, and fostering a wide 
diversity of flora and fauna. 

The Ice Pond Conservation Area is 
home to a wide variety of plant and 

animal species. “In addition to a newly 
discovered species of leopard frog and 
more than 120 species of birds, there 
are as many as 600 species of vascular 
plants, mosses, and lichens in the area. 
It is also a major stopover roost for 
migrating waterfowl with as many 
as 5,000 ducks spending the night,” 
said Dr. Jim Utter, Chairman of FrOGS. 

Despite the value of this ecosystem, 
it is located on the edge of swiftly 
advancing suburban development 
expanding north from New York 
City and Westchester County. 

The transformation of the property 
from developable land into protected 

open space will yield a significant public 
benefit and furthers both established 
local and State governmental 
conservation policy. As stated in the 
2009 New York Open Space Plan, one 
of the urgent priorities is the protection 
of drinking water-supply watersheds 
and water quality. In this regard, the 
protection of the Ice Pond Conservation 
Area, the Great Swamp, and the 
surrounding area – which drains into 
the Croton Reservoir system affecting 
the drinking water supply of more than 
9.5 million people living in New York 
City and surrounding areas – was and 
continues to be a “Priority Project” 
for WLT. 

how it happened!

wLT worked with our conservation 
partners, PCLT and FrOGS to 
acquire three contiguous parcels 
on Abbeyfield Lane in Patterson, 

NY.  In addition to funding from the Dextra Baldwin 
McGonagle Foundation, WLT and PCLT utilized 
internal funds earmarked for land acquisition, 
and FrOGS leveraged federal funding through the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Act for the 
project.  Additionally, WLT also received a generous 
contribution from an anonymous private donor.

The protection of the preserve was celebrated at a 
ribbon cutting ceremony on July 22nd.  More than 
50 people were in attendance to celebrate this 
major conservation project. In addition to hearing 
about the path to protection and learning about the 
unique ecological and community value provided 
by this preserve, guests in attendance took a 
guided hike.  

Lori J. Ensinger, WLT President, recognized the 
unique partnership that resulted in the protection 
of these 115 acres, saying, “This project is a shining 
example of how collaboration and cooperation with 
the community and like purposed organizations can 
result in outcomes that benefit the common good. 
Truly, without the generosity of so many different 
partners, we would never have been able to protect 
this vital wetland system.” 

PCLT will be working on creating a number of 
hiking trails on the preserve as well as identifying 
a formal entrance with parking area before they 
officially open the preserve to the public.  

Dear Friends,

I first had the chance to hike the 115 acre 
parcel of land on Abbeyfield Lane in 
Patterson, New York last year.  As part of 
the Ice Pond Conservation Area in the Great 
Swamp in Putnam County, the area is home 

home to a wide variety of plant and animal species including a  
newly discovered leopard frog, more than 120 species of birds, and 600 
species of vascular plants, mosses, and lichens. It was obvious that  
this was a piece of land that needed to be protected and preserved for  
future generations.  In a unique collaboration, the Westchester Land 
Trust (WLT) worked with Putnam County Land Trust (PCLT) and Friends 
of the Great Swamp (FrOGS), to protect this land. Today, the parcels have 
been named the Dextra Baldwin McGonagle Preserve (p. 3) in honor of 
the foundation of the same name which was a lead donor to the project. 
PCLT will maintain ownership of the Preserve, while WLT will hold the 
conservation easement, thus ensuring the continued stewardship of the 
land and protection of this acreage forever.

This project is a shining example of what our organization can 
achieve with the collaboration and support of the community. And, 
as important, it is another in what we expect to be many conservation 
successes completed in the near future. The number of projects in our 
pipeline is burgeoning, and it is the most geographically diverse it has 
ever been — stretching from the Long Island Sound and the Hudson River 
to Putnam County, with many locations in between.

It is an exciting time to be protecting and enhancing the natural resources 
in the community we all share. But much like the fact that it takes many 
hands to care for the land, it is my privilege to continue the work of 
WLT’s former Executive Director, Candace Schafer. WLT was proud to 
honor Candace Schafer at our Annual Benefit (p. 10) this past June and 
recognize her for the many successful projects she spearheaded during her 
tenure — protecting more than 450 acres including the Maryknoll Center 
in Ossining, Jensen and Burdick Farm in Putnam County, and many 
others. Protecting the land is just the first step. We have the responsibility 
to manage and steward it forever — clearing trails, building boardwalks, 
removing invasive plants, and restoring native trees and shrubs.

As we preserve and care for the land, we also have been training the next 
generation of conservationists. This summer, we had two interns engaged 
in several strategic projects at WLT preserves (p. 4). Their work will 
provide our stewardship team with ecological baselines and surveys that 
inform future land management decisions. We’re proud of their efforts, 
and who knows, one day, they may be the future custodians of WLT’s 
important work. 

So, I invite you to join me and take a walk at one of our preserves, volunteer 
to clear a trail or harvest vegetables at our farm, and make a contribution in 
support of our efforts! We can’t do it without your participation.

Lori J. Ensinger
President

From The PreSIDeNT  

 

115-Acre
Dextra Baldwin mcGonagle Preserve 

Left: Lori J. Ensinger, WLT 
President, presents Jon Spanier, 
President of the Dextra Baldwin 
McGonagle Foundation with an 
aerial photo of the preserve.

Below: Laurie Wallace, Secretary/
Treasurer of FrOGS, Susan Spear, 
Hudson Valley Regional Director 
for U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, 
Jonathan Wiesner WLT Board 
Chairman, Judi Terlizzi, President 
of PCLT, Jon Spanier, President of 
the Dextra Baldwin McGonagle 
Foundation, and Lori Ensinger, 
President of WLT.
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WLTs summer interns, Mike Kaminski & Kristen Gamboa, applied their skills to a dynamic 
roster of conservation projects in the fields of Landscape Architecture and Plant Ecology.

Kristen Gamboa, a third-year 
student at Sterling College, focused 
her summer internship pursuits on 
an exhaustive inventory of plant 
species found at a number of WLT’s 
public preserves—Westchester 
Wilderness Walk/Zofnass Family 

Preserve (Pound Ridge), Frederick P. Rose Preserve 
(Waccabuc), Rock Shelter Preserve (Waccabuc), and 
Pine Croft Meadow Preserve (Waccabuc). These surveys 
were critical, providing WLT’s stewardship team 
with ecological baselines that best inform future land 
management decisions.

A Successful Summer for WLTs Interns 2013 
Annual report >

operating Support, 
revenue & expenses 
January 1, 2013 – December 31, 2013 
 

SuPPorT AND reveNue 

Individual Donations  $615,018 

Foundation Donations  345,400 

Corporate & Government Donations  14,909 

Special Events net of expenses  202,462 

Special Projects  8,000 

Miscellaneous  5,412 

Total operating Support and revenue  $1,191,201 
 

exPeNSeS 

Program Services  $747,466 

Fundraising  211,510 

Management and Administration  178,550 

Total operating expenses  $1,137,526 
 

Non-Operating Endowment Donations:  $127,881 

Endowment Investment Income, net:  $505,977 

Net Assets (December 31, 2013) *  $28,068,752 

 
* Includes land held for conservation, Sugar Hill Farm, endowment funds,  

and other Board designated and restricted funds. 
 
 Please visit our website or contact us for a copy of our audited  

financial statements for the year ending December 31, 2013. 
 

“These diverse 
perspectives deepened 
my understanding 
of how to craft 
truly sustainable 
solutions for each of 
my assignments this 
summer.”  
— Mike Kaminski

“Working for nature, rather than against it, 
is one of the powerful lessons I have learned 
during my time at WLT.  I am truly grateful 
knowing that this is the field where I belong.” 

— Kristen Gamboa

mike Kaminski—a native of 
Yorktown Heights and a recent graduate 
of University of Michigan’s School of 
Natural Resources and Environment—
worked on several projects this summer. 
He designed enhanced parking areas 
at the Westchester Wilderness Walk/

Zofnass Family Preserve (Pound Ridge), the Frederick P. 
Rose Preserve (Waccabuc), and the Rock Shelter Preserve 
(Waccabuc) using industry-specific computer programs 
like AutoCAD, Photoshop, and GIS. Additionally, Mike 
developed a sustainable landscape design plan for Sugar 
Hill Farm, WLTs Bedford Hills headquarters. Mike created 
clear visuals so that WLT can, in turn, transform each of 
these projects from the conceptual to the buildable.  In 
addition to his extensive design work, Mike researched 
local building ordinances and permitting requirements and 
met with various town officials and planners to ensure that 
his designs would be successfully implemented. 

Special thanks to Rusticus Garden Club for their support of our 
Landscape Architecture Internship.  

meThoD
Kristen’s survey at WWW/ZFP was conducted within the 
newly-erected deer exclosure—a fenced area that keeps 
deer out so that vegetation within the exclosure can be 
compared over time with vegetation outside the exclosure.  
These initial plant inventories allowed WLT to better 
demonstrate the effects of deer browse on forest vegetation 
and, hopefully, encourage the return of native plant species.

ACTIoN
Burning bush was found growing amongst native blueberries, 
huckleberries, and bayberries in the scrub-shrub habitat of 
the Frederick P. Rose Preserve. Kristen’s thorough on-the-
ground analysis ensured a swift intervention to stop the 
further spread of this pesky invasive. 

DISCoverY
The Baltimore Checkerspot, a threatened butterfly species, 
was discovered at Pine Croft Meadow Preserve.  It is 
discoveries like these that gave Kristen insight into the  
unique and ever-changing character of our landscape.

NexT GeNerATIoN  
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FouNDerS’ CIrCLe
$25,000 or more
Christine and bruce Churchill
Dextra baldwin McGonagle
 Foundation, Inc.
Lori J. ensinger and William Kuebler
Genworth Foundation
The Jerome Levy Foundation
Nancy Karch
Land Trust Alliance Northeast  
 Program
Worthington Mayo-Smith*
The Peter and Carmen Lucia 
 buck Foundation
Lisa and Mark Schwartz*
The Selz Family Foundation
Wallace Genetic Foundation

ChAIrmAN’S CIrCLe
$10,000 To $24,999
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen R. beckwith
George bianco
birdstone Farm
Val and Jay brown
Claneil Foundation
The Goldstein Family Foundation
Judith Mossa-Grech and David Grech
Mr. and Mrs. Kamran hakim
Alice and Douglas Kraus
Vivien G. Malloy
Peter and Gretchen Menzies
Merrill Lynch
bette Midler
benjamin and Kathy Needell
Mary Ann Petrilena
The Rice Family Foundation
Adam R. Rose and Peter R. McQuillan
Donna and Marvin Schwartz
Pam and David Small
Ronald Stanton
David Swope
Shelby White
Jonathan Wiesner 
Paul Zofnass and Renee Ring

DIreCTorS’ CIrCLe
$5,000 To $9,999
The Louis and Anne Abrons 

Foundation
Leslie Williams and James Attwood
Jon and Nancy bauer
Seema boesky
Kristen Carollo
Lisa and Thomas Cohn
Conservation Resources     
Robert and Martha Dinerstein*
Jane and William Donaldson
AVR homebuilders*
Amy and Keith Ferguson
The Gage Fund
Marilyn and John Gizzi
elizabeth and John Kilgallon
Judith and Lawrence Klein
Morgan Stanley
Nina and Matthew Quigley
elizabeth and Axel Ratcliffe
Nancy and Paul Ross
Victorinox Swiss Army Knife 

Foundation, LLC
Lucy R. Waletzky
William C. bullitt Foundation

herITAGe CIrCLe
$2,500 To $4,999
AKRF, Inc.
Anonymous (2)
The Atlas heritage Foundation
Linda Grossman and Richard bass
The Clinton Family Foundation
The DiCorpo Family
ernst & Young, LLP
Fidelity Investments
Jeanne Donovan Fisher

bart Friedman and Wendy A. Stein
Peter hauspurg and Daun Paris
Lisa endlich and Mark heffernan
houlihan Lawrence Inc.
Peter and Jackie Kamenstein
Kent Karlsson
Julie Ross and Mark Ladner
Geraldine and Joseph LaMotta
Kimberley and Greg Manocherian
Za and Donald Manocherian
Laura Anne and Alan Mantell
barbara Matarazzo
Merrill Lynch & Co. Foundation, Inc.
Dawn and David Palaia
Jane and Richard Pearl
Pound Ridge Land Conservancy
SavATree
Candace M. Schafer and Rob Mills
ellen Lukens and Paul Sisson
Swiss Re America
Francine and Peter Walker

ProTeCTor
$1,000 To $2,499
Mimi and barry Alperin
Anonymous (4)
Judith and Alan Appelbaum
Joshua Arnow and elyse Arnow brill
bank of America
Marilyn and John beck
bedford Post
Mary and David boies
Nanette bourne and John Delfs
Mary and David Calliard
becky and Matt Carpenter
Leslie Cecil and Creighton Michael
Charles b. Sweatt Foundation
Chelsea Diagnostic Radiology
Lois Conway
Arlene and Avrom Doft
Michaelene Leslie and Jonathan Durst
Joan and Alvin einbender
betsy and Jesse Fink
Joel and Naomi Freedman
French-American School of New York
Fredrica and Stephen Friedman
Matthew and Kristine Gaier
howard and Melinda Godel
Cindy and bennett Golub
Susan and Peter Gottsegen
Cecily and Gordon Grand
ellen and Robert Grimes

Susan and David haas
The harry Donenfeld Foundation
Lesley and Timothy hartnett
Lisina hoch
IbM Corporation
Lisa and Peter Jakobson
Laura and Joel Kaplan
Terry and Steve Kase
Cecelia Tay and Sam Kellie-Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kessel
Joanne Landau and Fred Schwab
The Leon Levy Foundation
Judith butler and David Levy
Ken and Lois Lippman
Lloyd bedford Cox, Inc.
Jackie and Jim Mann
Kathleen and bryan Marsal
Susie Mascotte
Mrs. Michael Metz
hiroko Onoda
Amielo and Michelle Peretz
Sondra R. Peterson
Joel Press and Andrea Markezin Press
Samuel and Sally Pryor
Mackin and Christy Pulsifer
Donna Reimer
David Rockefeller Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. eric Rosenfeld
Mr. and Mrs. Camillo M. Santomero III
The Scout Guide
Melissa Vail and Norman Selby
Abby Simpson and Todd Mydland
eileen and Jack Sinnott
Nina and Michael Stanton
June and Grant Stinchfield
Diane and edmund Taylor
Muriel and Richard Ten Dyke
Julie and Kip Testwuide
Tina and Robert Theurkauf
TimesSquare Capital Management
Victoria and Jamie Tomashoff
Jane Weiser and Daniel Kleinman
Westchester Tree Life, Inc.

GuArDIAN
$500 To $999
Roshi Ameri
Anonymous (7)
Meredith and Michael Apfel
Pam and elliot barsh
bedford historical Society
Marcela and Michael berland

Catherine and Wing biddle
Kate and ben branch
Rebecca and Mark brauning
Marsha and John Chambers
Peter Chryssos
Meridith Viera and Richard Cohen
Deborah Costa
Cuddy & Feder LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Richard h. Daniel
Alfred b. and Dee Delbello
Jennifer DeMarrais
Ashley and Jim Diamond
Donohoe Talbert LLP
Muffin and James Dowdle
Olivia and John Farr
Jennifer and Ronald Fertig
Alexandra Fisher
John Fox
Thomas Ferrara
Joseph Gallo
Deane and John Gilliam
The Goodnow Fund
boo and F. Cecil Grace
evan and Sascha Greenberg
bill and Susan Groner
hallway Feeds
Alex hamer, buxton Pond Farm
Susan and Joseph handelman
Mary Ann and Robert W. hawley
Susan and James henry
Gerry h. hodes
Patti and Alan howard
Linn and bill Jackson
Maria and Paul Jacobson
The Jaffe Family Foundation
Patricia Keesee
Alice Fasano and harvey Kipnis
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Klein
Sharon and Cary A. Koplin
holly and Andrew Lehman
Charlotte and Morvin Leibowitz
Jeryl Malloy
bob and beth Mancini
Ghy Manning and John Lee
Crowzer Martin
Suzanne and William Mc Donough
Frank McCullough
Merwin Webster Trust
Miller & Associates
Claudia and Mike Neary
O’Connor Davis LLP
Peter and Timi Parsons
The Philip and Lynn Straus Foundation

Sharon Pickett and Paul Mazzilli
Marguerite and Reid Pitts
Putnam County Land Trust
Mary Ann and bruno Quinson
erica and Mike Rhodes
Diana and John Rice
bonnie Gordon Robins/Gordon 

Charitable Foundation
Christopher duP Roosevelt
Jody and Scott Rosen
Wendy and Stuart Ross
Christine and David Rothenberg
Rusticus Garden Club
Wendy and Neil Sandler
Jessica and Laurence Sheinman
Stephan and Rachel Skinner
Lisa Smith henrich and Adam henrich
Susan and Michael Stillman
John and Anita Stockbridge
Laurie and Paul Sturz
Virginia and Glenn Ticehurst
Julie and Graham Trelstad
Carol Ann and Jean Paul Valles
Gerard and Stacey Virga
Vanessa Smith and Don Weeden
Diana Wege and Tim Sherogan
Westchester Community Foundation
Wilder balter Partners
barbara and bruce Winston
Jamie and Michael Wolff
Andrea and bruce Yablon
Keeva Young-Wright and Jay Wright

STeWArD
$250 To $499
Stacey Albanese and Todd Noonan
brenda and Dick Albert
Anonymous (3)
barbara and Jeffrey becker
bedford Riding Lanes Association, Inc.
Amy Parsons and Paul bird
Robert boffa
Sonja borsari
Noam bramson
Geri brewster
Christopher and Illyria burdick
Diane Caggiano
Joan and edward Cohen
ellen and Winthrop Conrad
Susan and Andrew Cott
Mary Jane Denzer
Leah and Jonathan DeSantis
Divney Tung Schwalbe, LLP
Lynn elliott
The Foley Group
Robert Fraiman
Jennifer and Daniel Gagliardi
Nancy and David Gernert
Roy L. Goldman
Peter harckham
Yvette and Victor hershaft
Susan and elliott hershman
hocherman Tortorella & Wekstein, LLP
Roberta Jean holinko
Andre hunter
The Janis & Alan Menken Foundation
The Jordan-Gallay Family
Teresa and Peter Joseph
Joan and Stuart Kantor
Nancy Ann and Samuel Karetsky
Chandler hudson Kenny and Anderson 

Kenny
Julie and Wilmot Kidd
Wendy Dixon breitner and Kenneth 

Kirshenbaum
Kim and Simon Krinsky
Lynn and Jules Kroll
Margaret and Peter Limburg
Susan Luden
Andrea and Matthew Lustig
MasterCard Worldwide
Jennie and Tom McFarland

Radhika Metha-Sharan and Alok Sharan
Cathy Louise Migden
Alice and Alan Model
Camela Morrissey
Grainne McGuinne and Stephen Murray
Leslie and John Needham
North Salem high School
Northern Westchester hospital
Veronica and John Oliveri
Amy Oringel and Daniel Stoller
Reka and Jeffery Osborne
Peter and Dolores Peck
Pepsico Foundation
Stephen b. Real and Nancy L. bloom
Ira M. Resnick
Pamela and Paul Salvatore
Sandra and Will Sargisson
Mary and John Scacchia
Michele Schimmel
Anne and howard Schneider
Marjorie and Richard Schneidman
Kathleen and Michael Schoen
Jacqueline and Robert Shapiro
Norman Sheer esq.
Jean and Frederick Siefke
Nancy Simpkins
Jack and betsy Sinnott
Lynn and Jeffrey Smith
Kimberly and Douglas Speegle
elise Wagner and Robin Stout
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Stuart
Janet Sullivan
Susan S. and Kenneth L. Wallach Foundation
elizabeth and David Suter
Tastefully Yours
Taylor and Aaron Taylor
bill and Dookie Tingue
Kerry and Dan Tomson
Katharine Trongone
bonnie Trotta
Tsuris Funding, LLC
Linda and Vincent Vaccaro
Mr. and Mrs. Roger b. Vincent
Roberta and Michael Warren
Watershed Agricultural Council
Linda and Jonathan Williams
Mr. and Dr. hal Wolkin
Twink and Jim Wood

SuPPorTer
$100 To $249
Carmelina and Antonio Abbate
Jane Alexander
The Alpert Family
Carol and Alan Alterman
Vivian Pyle and Anthony Anemone
Anonymous (15)
Janet Andersen
Kate and John Arens
Alison and Adam Aronson
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald R. Atkins
hope babcock
harriet and Robert baker
Jenette barrow-bosshart
Jane Condon and Kenneth bartels
Deirdre Courtney-batson and Philip batson
Stephen and Janet bear
The bedford Garden Club
The beitzel Family
Janice and Robert billingsley
Lucienne and Claude bloch
Peggy and David block
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey blockinger
Mr. and Mrs. Philip C. bowers
Katherine and berl brechner
Lynn and Curtis brockelman
Jo Frances and Arthur brown
Robin and bob brown
Dr. Lance bruck and Mrs. Michal Katz
barbara burek and Mark Toher
Margot burgheimer
Seth and Kirtley Cameron

CDW 
barbara and Ihor Cehelsky
heide Lange and John Chaffee
Max and Katherine Chapman
Fifi Clark
barbara and Arnold Cohen
barbara and Rodgin Cohen
Rick and bobbie Cohlan
Sarah Fashena and Thomas Coleman
Kristina Lindbergh and Robert Conte
Lisa Cook Koch
Linda and Cliff Corso
Cortlandt WATCh, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick O. Cowles
Crabtree’s Kittle house
Lena and Jeffrey Crandall
Marian and Larry Cross
Leila and Philip Cuthbertson
T. Cutler
Patrick Daigle
JoAnn Langham and harvey Dann
Mary Dantin
Ray D’Ascoli
Robert F. Davis
Carl De Stefanis
Scarlett and John Debease
Paula and ernest Desperito
Rosemary Devlin
Thomas Dixon
Kelly Donovan
Susanna and L. F. boker Doyle
Paula Sharp and Ross eatman
eulalia Mack and Ralph emerson
Vivian and Peter Falco
Cathy and Lloyd Feinberg
Sue and Stephen Fields
Mittie and James Figura
Sally and David Firestein
Christine P. Foster
Carole Friedler
Joseph Friedman
Ken Fuhr
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Garfinkle

Annaliese and bernard Gastrich
Virginia J. Getz
Mr. and Mrs. S. Parker Gilbert Jr.
Lucille and David Gildin
Riva Krut and harris Gleckman
Jeanne and Danny Gold
Virginia and Martin Gold
Carol and Jesse Goldberg
Karen and Michael Golden
June and Myron Goldfinger
Amy and Richard Goldman
Dr. and Mrs. bruce Goldsmith
beth Gould
Carol Gracie and Scott Mori
Aki Nakajima and Christopher Graham
Adler Karen and Laurence Greenwald
Mr. and Mrs. Donald P. Gregg
William Gross
June Gumbel
Kyle Kaino and Daniel Guyder
Anne and David hardy
Cynthia haupt
Theodore hawryluk
Nan and Scott hayworth
Lisa Perry and David hellerstein
Liza and Richard henshaw
Don heppner
Maren hexter
Sarah hodgson
Mr. and Mrs. bradford L. holley
hopp Ground Garden Club
Susan and David howell
Linda and John howitt
Jill Isenbarger
Jane Love and ed Isler
Dorian Goldman and Marvin Israelow
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Jaffee
Laurie James
Marcy Sandler and James Janover
Ann Johansmeyer
Francesca and Trent Jones
Jeannine and James Kane
Richard and Marion Katzive

Thank You to all of our incredibly generous donors 
and volunteers. It is only because of your support that we are able to 
accomplish all that we have. We are all in this together!

 Total Population in our Service Area
 1,051,718

Total Population affected by our Service Area 
 9,457,555 
 

Total Acres Protected 
8,073 

 Preserves Owned 
26

 Total Acres of Preserves Owned 
661

 Conservation Easements
181

  Miles of Trails on our Preserves 
15

 Total Acres Farmed at Sugar Hill Farm
½ Acre  

Total Servings of Food harvested at Sugar Hill Farm and 
donated to the  Food Bank for Westchester 

4,604
 Total # of Donors 

815

WLT STATS!

2013 ANNuAL rePorT  



Acres Under 
Conservation Easement

Acres Protected Jointly 
with Non-Profits & 
Municipalities

Acres of Preserved Land 
Owned by WLT

exCITING 
NeWS!

Westchester Land 
Trust (WLT) has 
been awarded a 

two-year grant by the United 
States Forest Service (USFS) 
to advance the vision of 
our Hudson to Housatonic 

Conservation Initiative, or H2H.  H2H is an 
inter-state collaboration between WLT (NY) 
and Highstead Foundation (CT)—working 
on behalf of the Fairfield County Regional 
Conservation Partnership—with additional 
support from Mianus River Gorge (NY) and 
the Housatonic Valley Association (CT).  
Its focus is an area spanning Westchester, 
Fairfield, and eastern Putnam Counties 
that is home to climate resilient habitat 
and mostly privately owned watersheds 
contributing to reservoirs which provide 
drinking water to millions of people in  
NY and CT.  

Few programs exist to educate ex-urban 
family forest owners about the stewardship 
and conservation of their lands. H2H 
has been designed to convene, educate, 
and empower more than two dozen local 
and regional conservation organizations 
and municipal partners in 13 focus areas 
selected for their significant conservation 
values. These partners will be trained 
using curriculum developed by Yale 
University and the USFS Sustaining Family 
Forest Initiative to engage family forest 
landowners in the adoption of conservation 
practices that are known to sustain or 
enhance water and habitat quality, adapt 
to climate change, and support NY and 
CT land conservation and watershed 
protection priorities. 

WLT understands that regional 
partnerships like these are the face of 
conservation. We are proud to have been 
recognized in this way and excited for 
the work to begin.  Please stay tuned for 
updates on H2H’s progress and for ways 
to get involved.  For further information 
please contact Kate Sann at 914-234-6992 
ext 15 or kate@westchesterlandtrust.org.

This project was funded in part through 
a grant awarded by the, U. S. Forest 
Service, Northeastern Area State and 
Private Forestry. This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider. 
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heather Thomas and Charles Kerr
Shirley Kesselman
Annamaria and John Kettner
Kathy Kingston/Kingston Auction Company
Ron Knudsen and Sharon heller
John and Janice Kolb
Inna and Walter Konon
Ann and burton Korelitz
barbara Krohn
Laura and Lewis Kruger
Linda and Christopher Kuehne
Tony and heather Langham
Mr. and Mrs. edward Lashins
Lee and Richard Laster
Marsha and Peter Leibowitz
Abe and Pat Levy
Jean and Paul Lewis
George Long
Marci and Stephen Macaluso
Marshall Oil Company
Patrice and Robert Martin
Danielle Masse-berger and bill Tripp
John and Keelin McCormack
Mr. and Mrs. Wensley McKenney
Nikki and John McMann
Maureen Meehan and Alan MacDowell
Rosanne Mehelas
Deborah and Paul Meyer
emily and Norman Milkman
Sue Ann and John Minutaglio
The Morowitz Family
Kimberly and John Morris
Sherry Wolf and Nicholas Moy
Saraswathi Nair
Frank and hannah Neubauer
Michael Neuscheler
Jim and Peggy Nordgren
North Salem Open Land Foundation
barbara and barry Novick
Mary T. O’Donnell
Anne and John Ostrowski
Caroline Palmieri
evelyn Paltrow
Marlene Paltrow
Stephanie and hervey Parke
Julie bacon and Luther Peacock
Mattie Perelman
Catherine Perusse
barbara and Robert Pickel
Mr. and Mrs. John Pilkington
Julie Pollack and Richard Shulman

Patricia and erling Pytte
Mrs. elizabeth Reid
The Reiner Family
Geraldine and Robert Ripp
Poppy and John Robards
George Roberts
Lee and Ken Roberts
ben Romney
Carol and Don Rose
Susan and David Rubin
Maureen and Richard Sabo
barbara Santangelo
Satovsky Asset Management
Polly and Gordon Schnell
Gerhard Schwalbe
beth haller-Schweitzer & herbert Schweitzer
Margaret and John Scott
Laura and Stuart Seeley
Doris and Richard Seidlitz
Albert Sheehy
barbra and Mark Shelley
barbi and James Shorser
hugh and Paula Wiles Sigmon
hope and harold Simkowitz
Lynne Quittell and eric Skolnick
barbara S. Smith
Talma Nir and Ross Smotrich
Somers Land Trust
Nathalie and Ted Strauel
June Arias and Martin Surks
Sweet earth Co
barbara and Lewis Terman
Patsy Grew and Larry Timpson
John Train
Dorothy Treisman
Charles W. Trippe
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tritsch
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Tuckerman
Jim Utter
Annica and Daniel Van Starrenburg
Michele Rudolph and Marc Vandenhoeck
The Verizon Foundation
Alan R. Viani
Donna Vita
Steve and Rebecca Walkley
Janee Waner
elizabeth Wattles
Caroline and Walter Weintz
Kristina and Arthur Weise
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weissman
Teed Welch

Susan Westlake
Kara and Damien Whelan
Aimee and harold Whitman
elizabeth and Jeff Wichmann
Robert F. Wise, Jr.
Susan and Marc Wollin
Zarin & Steinmetz
Audrey and Richard Zinman
John Zline

voLuNTeerS
Valerie Adams
Lynn becker
Dana bernbach
ellen and Jim best 
Alan bietsch
Young People from blue Star Youth Movement
Sonja borsari
Tracy brown
Gabriele burns
Members of Cardinal McCloskey  

Community Services 
Cathy Carter 
Rod Christie
Christine Churchill 
Arnie D’Alessio
Maria Gorordo-Daly and Patrick Daly
Leah Menzies DeSantis
Flore Desjardins
Derek DiGuglielmo
Young People from earth School
hans elsevier
Danielle ercoli
Vicki Feiner
John Felix
Sarah Fey
Food bank for Westchester Staff
Abigail Gabor
Girl Scouts
Kate Grasso
Phyllis harrison
Students from the harvey School
Judi hausman
Sarah hodgson
Patti howard
Greg Iorfino
Members of Jewish Child Care Association
Students from John Jay high School
heidi Johnson
Lauren Kalbfell
Maryann Kann

Alan Keeley
Kevin Kelly
bill Keubler
Stuart Krohnengold
Carol Levine 
Sandra Lieberman
Robin Mann
Alisa Mannis
Staff at Morgan Stanley
Scott Mori 
Joyce Morrone
Peggy Young Nordgren
helen Peeples
barbara Plunkett
Dana Ramos
Staff at Regeneron
Wildlife in Crisis, Dara Reid
Renee Ring 
Vlad Rotshteyn
Mike Salowey
Sandra Sargisson
Ron Schaeffner
Jen Schwartz and family
Tiffany Schwartz
Caroline Sears
Marie Shelli
Norma Silva
Lisa Smith-henrich
Children & Families at Something 

Good in the World
Anne-Marie Stewart
Mike Surdej
Allison Tamburelli and family
Muriel Ten Dyke
Carmin Turco
Julia Warren
Mark Weckel
Aimee Whitman
Kathleen Willcox
Robin Zablow

*denotes a gift to a land project or the 
Fund for Westchester Land Trust

 At the request of the donor, some 
of the gifts included in this report 
have been specifically earmarked for 
chapters of Westchester Land Trust.

The plants we see around us 
in summer use the fall to 
get ready for the winter. To 
ensure the survival of each 
unique species that is part 

of our landscape, nature has produced 
a unique packet of life that we call a 
seed.  WLT preserves with meadow 
habitats are great places to observe 
ripening seeds of all shapes and sizes.  
Plan a visit to the Pine Croft Meadow 
Preserve in Waccabuc, the Tom Burke 
Preserve in Bedford, and the Danner 
Family Preserve at the Yorktown-
Putnam Valley border and look for the 
seeds of trees, shrubs, and wildflowers 
including the common milkweed, the 
quintessential seed producer of our 
local meadows.  Bring along a good 
field guide to native plants and a 
magnifying glass. 

WLT’s stewardship 
team identified 
the Baltimore 
checkerspot 
butterfly at the Pine 

Croft Meadow Preserve (Lewisboro) this 
summer.  The preserve’s wet meadow 
provides this declining invertebrate 
with essential host plants. Over the 
coming months WLT will work to 
increase the size of the wet meadow by 
removing invasive shrubs.

This ‘red eft’—spotted by 
WLT Board member, Bruce 
Churchill—is the land-loving 
life stage of the eastern 
newt, an amphibian that 

transforms from a fully aquatic larval 
stage to a juvenile, terrestrial stage (red 
eft) and back to an aquatic adult.  Red 
efts roam across the forest floor for 2-5 
years hunting worms and insect larva and 
spend their winters hibernating under 
logs or leaves.       

Stew on This!  
Field Notes from our Stewardship Team

From The FIeLD  2013 ANNuAL rePorT  

?
See something 

interesting on one of 

our Preserves, like 

a plant or animal?  

Don’t know what it is?  

Take a picture and 

post it to 

our Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/

WLandTrust  
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every June, the Westchester Land Trust holds its annual benefit honoring a 
group or individual whose commitment to our mission has been outstanding. 
This year was no different as 300 of our closest friends gathered to 
celebrate our preservation work and the achievements of former 

WLT executive Director, Candace m. Schafer.

Guests marveled at the extraordinary view from Old Salem Farm’s double decker 
tent, generously donated by Ellen and Kamran Hakim and Pamela and David Small.  
Tastefully Yours catered an amazing meal, and there was dancing, a silent and live 
auction, and the premiere of WLT’s new video “Voices of Conservation.” (Visit 
westchesterlandtrust.org to view the video.)  But the highlight of the evening was 
Candace who was honored with the Preservation Angel Award.

Jonathan Wiesner, Chairman of WLT’s Board of Directors applauded Candace’s 
commitment to the organization, saying, “She worked to revive regional 
thinking across county and state borders through partnerships with other 
land conservation organizations and municipalities and she oversaw the 
protection of almost 450 acres of land.”  

WLT applauds the outstanding generosity of all of its friends, supporters and sponsors. As 
we know we couldn’t do it alone, we are especially grateful to the members of the Benefit 
Committee including: Nanette Bourne & John Delfs, MD, Amy & Keith Ferguson, Susan 
& James Henry, Jackie & Peter Kamenstein, Vivien G. Malloy, Gretchen & Peter Menzies, 
Mary Ann Petrilena, and Pamela & David Small. 

All of the funds raised through this year’s Benefit will support WLT’s efforts to protect 
environmentally-important open space and care for and manage the 26 preserves 
it owns. Be a part of next year’s fabulous event! To join the gala committee, 
email Tom Gabriel at Tom@westchesterlandtrust.org. 

A n  E v E n i n g  u n D E r 
T H E  S T A r S

annual  benefit
JUNE 14, 2014, 

OLD SALEM FARM IN NORTH SALEM

Photos clockwise from top: Candace Schafer and 
WLT Board Chair, Jonathan Wiesner; (Standing)  
David and Pamela Small, Joan and Edward Cohen; 
(Seated) Kamran Hakim, Wendy Hakim Jaffee, and 
Ellen Hakim; Board Members Paul Sisson, Peter 
DiCorpo and Pete Menzies; Lisa Schwartz and Karen 
Sabath; Candace Schafer, WLT President Lori Ensinger 
and Easement Donors from Maryknoll Sisters of  
St. Dominic, Sister Janice McLaughlin and Sister 
Bitrina Kirway; Old Salem Farm Double Decker Tent.

WLT reCeIveS 
$25,000 GrANT  
from Westchester 
Community Foundation

WLT recently received a 
$25,000 grant from the 
Westchester Community 

Foundation’s (WCF) H.P. Kraft Memorial 
Fund in support of our efforts to improve 
35 acres of wetland habitat along the 
Long Island Sound in Mamaroneck.  

“The Westchester Land Trust is 
dedicated to protecting and caring for 
the local environment — from the Long 
Island Sound and the Hudson River to 
Putnam County, with many locations 
in between,” said Lori Ensinger, WLT 
President.  “We are delighted that one 
of the area’s most engaged foundations 
recognized our efforts and decided to 
partner with us to improve this wetland 
habitat in Southern Westchester.”  

WLT’s efforts will take place at the 
35-acre Otter Creek Preserve -- the 
largest privately-owned tidal wetland 
designated and protected as a nature 
sanctuary in Westchester County.  
Wetlands are one of the most threatened 
ecosystems in the United States 
according to the National Wildlife 
Federation, and according to the EPA, 
they benefit communities by providing 
nutrient regulation, filtering water, 
offering  habitats for migratory birds, 
fish and mammals, and of course, 
serving as a critical flooding buffer 
during significant storms.  “WLT’s 
work at Otter Creek will complement 
the Foundation’s support of other 
efforts to restore the Long Island Sound 
ecosystems and increase public access 
to its shores,” said Catherine Marsh, 
Executive Director of the Westchester 
Community Foundation.

WLT reCeIveS $36,000 GrANT 
from the New York State Conservation Partnership 
Program Administered by the Land Trust Alliance

WLT was awarded $36,000 in New York State 
Conservation Partnership Program grant 
funds through the state’s Environmental 

Protection Fund (EPF), administered by the Land Trust 
Alliance.  

This New York State Conservation Partnership Program 
grant specifically supports WLT’s efforts to protect 115 
acres in the Ice Pond Conservation Area of the Great 
Swamp — a region of statewide ecological significance  
— in the Town of Patterson, New York in Putnam 
County (see story on page 3).  

“The Westchester Land Trust applauds the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation, 
Commissioner Joe Martens, Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo, and the Land Trust Alliance for recognizing 
the importance of investing in the local conservation 
efforts of land trusts like ours as we work to preserve 
New York’s natural resources for generations to come,” 
said Lori Ensinger, WLT President.

New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation 
Commissioner Joe Martens with 
WLT President, Lori Ensinger

 (L-R): Lee 
Roberts, WCF 
Board Member; 
Catherine 
Marsh, WCF 
Executive 
Director; Lori 
Ensinger, WLT 
President; and 
Susan Henry, 
WLT Board 
Member.

Name

Address

City   State Zip 

Phone  

Email

 Enclosed is my check payable to Westchester Land Trust.

 Please charge me credit card:   Amex   MasterCard    Visa  

Account no. Exp.                     CSV

Signature

YeS! I want to make a contribution to protect the 
environment and enhance natural resources right here in 
Westchester and eastern Putnam Counties:
   $2,500        $1,000       $500    $250       $100        $50        other $       

  I have enclosed/will send a matching gift form from my employer.    

  I wish my gift to remain anonymous. 

  I have remembered the Westchester Land Trust in my will.

  I am interested in volunteering. Please contact me.

Your contribution is tax deductible to the full extent of the law.  
We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and our tax ID# is  
13-3507910. For more information, please call us at 914-234-6992.

ANNuAL BeNeFIT  

To contribute online, please 
visit westchesterlandtrust.org 



WhAT’S GoING oN   

Board of directors
Jonathan L. Wiesner, Chair
benjamin F. Needell, Vice-Chair
Stephen R. beckwith, Treasurer
Susan S. henry, Secretary
Nanette bourne
bruce Churchill
Peter DiCorpo
Amy Ferguson
Jerome R. Goldstein
David Grech
Peter Kamenstein
Douglas M. Kraus
Vivien G. Malloy
Lee Manning-Vogelstein
Allyson Mawe
Peter Menzies
Candace M. Schafer
Jennifer Schwartz
Paul C. Sisson
David h. Small
Paul J. Zofnass

cHairMeN eMeriti
George D. bianco
Alfred b. Delbello
Samuel F. Pryor, III

adVisorY Board 
George D. bianco, Chair
Alfred b. Delbello
Daniel h. Ginnel
Rick Magder
Jane Pearl
Mary Ann Petrilena
Sharon Pickett
Lisa G. Shaplen
Glenn Ticehurst
Michael Yellin

President
Lori J. ensinger

Westchester Land Trust
403 Harris Road

Bedford Hills, New York 10507


914.234.6992

westchesterlandtrust.org
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DoeS Your ComPANY hAve A 
WorKPLACe GIvING CAmPAIGN?

The Westchester Land trust is a member of EarthShare New 
York, a nationwide federation of the nation’s most respected 
environmental and conservation charities. Supporting our 

organization is easy through EarthShare New York which works with your employer to 
organize workplace giving campaigns. By donating a small amount from your paycheck 
every week you can help WLT protect open space in Westchester. These gifts add up!

More and more companies now allow their employees to contribute to through Earth 
Share. Among them:  Accenture, American Express, HBO, Hewlett Packard, Thomson 
Reuters, JP Morgan Chase, Toyota Motor Sales, UnitedHealth Group, and Walmart.

For more information about EarthShare New York, including how your employer can 
host its own campaign, view EarthShare New York’s Web site at www.earthshareny.org 
or directly at 646-496-0319. You may also contact WLT’s Development Director, 
Tom Gabriel at 914-234-6992 ext. 18 or Tom@Westchesterlandtrust.org.

Check out the latest WLT events and news 
at westchesterlandtrust.org

CheCK ouT our 
NeW vIDeo!
After premiering at WLT’s Annual Benefit 
in June, ‘voices of Conservation’ is live on 
our website and ready to watch and share. 

“We’re within a fifty mile radius of one of 
the most densely populated developed areas 
in the world—New York City.  To have the 
opportunity to preserve open spaces for other 
people to actually be able to visit is something 
that I think is extremely important attribute 
for a major metropolitan area.”

     —Bob Mancini

WLT NoW oFFerS  
NAmING oPPorTuNITIeS  
AT ITS PreServeS

WLT exists first and foremost to protect land, 
and since our founding more than 25 years 
ago, we have protected more than 8,000 

acres from the Long Island Sound and the Hudson River, 
to Putnam County, and many locations in between. But 
it costs money to protect land… at times, a lot of money. 
And when we do, we have the responsibility to manage 
and care for the property forever!  

That’s why, in an effort to support our ongoing and 
perpetual land management and stewardship efforts, 
WLT is proud to now offer select naming opportunities 
on some of its preserves.  These opportunities include: 
adopting a trail, underwriting a specific enhancement 
project (such as tree planting, invasive plant removal, 
boardwalk construction, and the like), and supporting 
a front entrance kiosk. There are also opportunities for 
businesses and individuals to underwrite WLT’s website 
and/or newsletter.  

If you’d like to show your support for WLT’s efforts 
through one of our new naming opportunities, please 
contact WLT’s Development Director, Tom Gabriel, at 
914-234-6992 ext 18.  


